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Ash Flower Gall Mites
on White Ash Trees

The white ash tree produces a single �ower so tiny it 
isn’t visible except under close observation. These 
gal-like clusters are the result of Eriophyid mites that 
“sting” the male �ower of a white ash.  The mites 
spend the winter as an egg on the stems and under 
the buds of the ash leaf.  Control can be di�cult due to 
the mite’s ability to enter the single male �ower 
structure on the ash before the �ower fully opens.  
This can take place as early as mid-late April before 
most homeowners begin to think about pest manage-
ment.
  
Ferti.lome’s Horticulture Oil Spray will su�ocate many 
of the overwintering mite eggs.  This organic product 
contains Mineral Oil and can be used early in the 
season before leaf bud development. It could be used 
in late March to very early April.   Horticultural Oil 
spray is vital to achieving positive results. Timing is 
everything! 

The chemical sprays to control the mites must be 
made before leaves open in the spring.  It is neces-
sary to spray several times especially if the tree was 
heavily infested the prior season.  The following 
dates are guidelines---Nebraska weather is very 
variable, monitor the tree every few days.  Make the 
�rst spray approximately 7-10 days before �ower 
buds are expected to open (mid -to -late April.)  Spray 
again at full leaf bud swell, (the bud is so swollen it 
appears that if you touched it with a pin, it would 
open.)  Consider a third spray 5-7 days later. Try to 
cover as much of the canopy as possible.  With larger 
trees, this may be di�cult. Because the galls can 
actually “pull” branches downward with the weight 
of the growths, spraying the lower ½ of the tree 
thoroughly is mandatory.

Chemical choices are  Bonide Liquid Systemic Insecti-
cide ( Acephate), Hi.Yield’s Bug Blaster II ( Bifenthrin), 
or  liquid carbaryl (Sevin).   Because the gall is caused 
by a mite, none of the systemic drenches will 
perform.

Homeowners often become quite alarmed when they observe that their 
Autumn Purple Ash is infected with an abnormal growth that could be 
described as a tumor-like structure that resembles a cluster of green broccoli.  
As the summer and fall near, the clusters turn dark brown to black, but they do 
not drop.  Mechanical removal of these heavy clusters may be necessary. Some-
times it takes several seasons for the tree to shed these distracting masses. 
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