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CRING FOR CONTAINER TREES,
SHRUBS & PLANTS

Lanoha Nurseries offers the largest selection
of container (potted) trees, shrubs, and
perennials. If the container plant material is
not planted immediately after purchase, it
needs to be properly cared for with adequate
water and placed in a protected spot out of
the wind and sun. Please remember, these
are perishable items, and our warranty
does not cover neglect or failure to care for
the plants, even if they have not been
planted yet.

Site Preparation

"Healthy plants start with healthy soil"

Dig a hole twice the width of the plant's pot,
but no deeper than the depth of the pot. If
the soil is heavy clay, then the excavated
soil needs to be equally mixed with perlite
and compost. (approximately 1/3 of each.)
Perlite aids in drainage and prevents soil
compaction. Compost enriches the clay soil
and encourages earthworm activity.

To better condition the soil, and build a
stronger, happier root system, add
Geocharged & Myke to your backfill. Myke
contains beneficial fungi called mycorrhizae,
which allows the plant to better use
fertilizers and water, building a stronger root
system faster than without. Geocharged is
an organic fertilizer, manufactured right here
in Nebraska! This not only provides a healthy
non-burning dose of nutrients, but it soaks
up contaminates from the soil so that
microbes can break them down. This makes
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Planting Guidelines

If the plant is root bound (a lot of roots
circulating around the inside of the pot), use a
knife to slice vertically around the root ball.
Loosen and spread out the roots, so that the
new feeder roots can develop into the
surrounding soil. You're trying to re-train the
roots to grow out naturally, instead of circling
around, like they have been growing in the pot.
Failure to do this will result in very slow
establishment or short-lived plant.

If the root ball is wrapped in burlap inside the
pot, keep the burlap intact. Remove any excess
mulch/soil that might be piled over the burlap.
Once placed in the hole, cut the twine that is
tied around the trunk/stems, ensuring that the
crown or root flare is above soil level and score
the burlap in multiple spots.

Place the plant in the hole, always keeping the
branches and stems above the soil and mulch.
Back fill under & around the plant with the
amended soil, lightly packing it down. Water
the plant thoroughly and backfill with soil as
needed with the air being pushed out by the
water. Make sure that the crown or root flare
hasn't settled below the soil level.

Mulch around the roots with 2-4" of hardwood
mulch, but keep it a couple inches away from
the plant. You never want soil or mulch to be
covering branches, stems, or the trunk.

How much Myke & Geocharged?
Amend even amounts of each product at the
following minimum doses. Measuring does not
have to perfect, and you can use more than
these doses, as they will not burn the plants
like other fertilizers can.

1G: 1/2 cup 10G: 3 cups
2G: 1 cup 15G: 4.5 cups
3G: 1.5 cups 20G: 6 cups

5G:
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Watering Guidelines
After planting, backfilling, and watering, water

with a mixture of Superthrive, a very
concentrated vitamin/hormone treatment that
encourages fast development of fine feeder
roots. For perennials & shrubs, you need just 2
Tbs per gallon of water. For trees, use 1/2 cup
(40z) into 2 gallons of water. Two or three
applications in the first couple of months will
really help the plant take off quickly.

Lanoha Nurseries container stock is planted in a
very lightweight mix, that can dry out quickly
and requires frequent watering. Here at the
Nursery, most plants are accustomed to daily
watering, and you have to kind of "ween" them
off of that schedule. It is necessary to water
directly underneath the plant, with a watering
wand or watering can. Do not rely on a
sprinkler system to water, as the foliage will
deflect the water onto the soil around the plant,
leaving the plant’s root ball completely dry.
Also, sprinklers do not provide a deep enough
watering for getting plants established. The
best way to test moisture is to probe down into
the root ball area with a dowel or screwdriver.
If mud adheres, then the root ball is moist
enough. If no soil adheres, or it is difficult to
probe, then the plant needs moisture. The plant
cannot pull water from the soil for several
weeks after planting, so you must be sure the
root ball is kept moist.

Tree Staking

We offer a few different 3-point staking Kits.
The twine should be tight enough to hold in
place, but still have a little wiggle. You should
be able to pluck it like a guitar string. Be sure
to remove the stakes and straps the following
spring to prevent trunk girdling. In high-wind
areas, you can keep it staked another year, but
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For most trees and shrubs, it is best to hold off on
any trimming or pruning until late winter/early
spring. The exception would be early spring-flowering
plants like Azalea, Deutzia, Lilac, Magnolia, Quince,
Rhododendron, and Viburnum. These varieties
should be trimmed immediately after flowering, or
you'll be sacrificing next year's flowers.

For perennials and ornamental grasses, it's best to
leave them be for the winter. There's beneficial
insects and pollinators that will winter over in the
hollow stems. Also, by allowing the foliage to die
over the crown of the plant, it is giving the plant an
extra "blanket" for the winter, and will catch blowing
snow. The snow then will melt right over the plant,
providing winter hydration, instead of just blowing
over and away. Wait to do perennial clean up until
late April, when daytime temperatures are in the 50's
consistently.

For anything newly-planted (within the last 2-3
years), be sure to water all plants really well before
the ground freezes (mid Dec) to help protect against
a potentially dry winter. If we haven't had at least a
foot or two of snow by Jan/Feb, it would be beneficial
to water them again.

For deciduous trees that have a trunk or stems that
are exposed to the South or West, you need to
protect them with tree wrap or white trunk guards
every winter (Nov-April) to protect against the
damage caused by the sun in the winter. For more
information on this damage, please refer to our Guide
on Frost Crack & Sun Scald. You will wrap the trunk
every winter until the tree has a rough, corky bark.
Once the tree bark thickens in texture, it is not as
susceptible to damage. Depending on the maturity
and variety, this could be for up to 10 years, or even
longer.

Winter water loss is one of the leading killers of
newly-planted evergreens, so it's recommended to
apply Wilt Pruf in mid-December. This is an organic
spray that locks in moisture, and still allows the
needles to breath and photosynthesize. Apply when
the temps are 40+, as it needs to dry without
freezing.




